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Interview with  Environmental Scientist Supervisor 
with LDEQ

Reporting Office:
Baton Rouge, LA, Resident Office

Case Title:
Southwest Rice Mill

Subject of Report:

Reporting Official and Date: Approving Official and Date:

 SA , SAC

DETAILS

On Thursday, February 2nd, 2012, Special Agent  of the Environmental Protection
Agency- Criminal Investigation Division and Criminal Investigator  of the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality- Criminal Investigation Division interviewed  

 The agent produced  credentials for  review. The interview took 
place at the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality- Acadiana Regional Office, 
specifically 111 New Center Drive, Lafayette, Louisiana.

 is employed as an Environmental Scientist Supervisor.  has occupied that position 
for less than a year and has been employed at the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
(LDEQ) for nearly fourteen years.  served as a first responder with LDEQ during the oil
spill incident associated with the Southwest Rice Mill.  has already submitted a report 
of  involvement in the LDEQ response, a copy of which is included as an attachment to this 
report.

 responded to the scene as the initial representative of LDEQ. Upon  arrival,  met 
with several sheriff’s deputies and observed the contents of the spill in Bayou Blanc. Upon  
original estimation, the qualities of the pollutant were “odd.” There was not a lot of sheening and the
contents would get thick and often smelled like diesel.  recalled that the weather 
conditions were very dry with no recent rainfall.

The local fire chief,  identified the source of the spill as a storage tank adjacent to the 
Southwest Rice Mill. Upon inspecting the tank,  noted that there were marks or 
scratches along its side. In addition,  observed a ditch, leading away from the tank and in the 
direction of the Southwest Rice Mill, which had been dammed up. 

Unsure of the contents of the tank,  spoke with a “ ”[sic], an employee at 
the neighboring G&H Seed. advised  that  used to work for a fertilizer company 
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Activity Date:

February 2, 2012

SYNOPSIS

Special Agent  of EPA-CID and Criminal Investigator  of LDEQ-
CID interviewed  at the LDEQ Acadiana Regional Office.  served 
as a first responder for LDEQ during the oil spill incident associated with Southwest Rice Mill in 
Crowley, Louisiana in May of 2011.



United States Environmental Protection Agency
Criminal Investigation Division

Investigative Activity Report
0605-0052

Case Number

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the EPA.
It is the property of the EPA and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

OCEFT Form 3-01 (01/10)

       
       

 

Page 2 of 2

called “Nipak,” who originally owned or used the tank. To  knowledge, the tank was used by 
Nipak to store oil that was used to spray on the ground for dust control during loading operations.

 that same day, spoke with  the manager of the Southwest Rice 
Mill, on the scene of the oil spill response.  stated that on the previous afternoon or 
evening of May 27th, 2011, the tank was ruptured by a crew that  hired to clean out some ditches.

 was subsequently advised of the spill by the crew. According to   was told it 
was a small spill.  advised the agent that  later found out that the crew  
hired actually consisted of  employees.  was uncertain as to where and when  
learned this information. 

 told  that  had a duty to report the spill. 
 commented that the spill cleanup was not  responsibility. During the first night of 

the response, May 28th, 2011,  attempted to contact Acadiana Railroad. In the coming
days,  relented that while some portion of the cleanup fell upon  it was not  
sole responsibility.

The agent inquired about the demeanor of   commented that  seemed 
aggravated because of  perception that  was forcing regulations upon  and leaving  
“holding the bag.”  clarified that  did not think  was lying, but refused 
to take responsibility.

The agent inquired if  ever commented about the spill contents being oil.  
stated that  never did.  did say that  allows  employees to keep money garnered
from the scrapping of old material and scrapping the storage tank had been contemplated. At some 
point prior to the spill,  employees banged on the tank and determined that it held some content. 

On July 8th, 2011,  and  attorney,  reported to LDEQ headquarters in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana to discuss a standing LDEQ Compliance Order relative to the spill 
remediation. Compliance Order, WE-CN-11-00787 issued on June 7th, 2011, had originally been 
issued under the name of   requested that the Order be re-issued to 
Southwest Rice Mill instead of  since  was operating under the capacity 
of manager of the facility at the time of the spill. On September 12th, 2011, Compliance Order 
WE-CN-11-00787A was issued to Southwest Rice Mill.

During the meeting,  commented that since the spill took place on a Friday prior to a 
holiday weekend,  intended to deal with the spill the following Tuesday.  In addition,  stated 
that the dammed-up area in the ditch was already like that and not intended to stop the flow of the 
spill.   commented that the volume of the spill was not commensurate with the volume
that entered the water and that it was  belief that people took advantage of the situation and 
dumped oil in the water. During the meeting,  described the flow of the pollutant from 
the tank to Bayou Blanc.  did not comment upon  description.

 report
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